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It also needs to be noticed here that the entire area of Himachal Pradesh
particularly the area forming part of the Himalayan including Shimla
Dharamshala and Manali fall in seismic zone of IV and V respectively. These
are eco-sensitive and ecologically fragile areas with limited resources. They
ought not to be subjected to indiscriminate and unsustainable development
and should be protected by adopting precautionary principle. The large branch
of thisTribunal had the occasion to examine at some length, the consequences
of indiscriminate and unsustainable development in Shimla in the case of
Yogendra Mohan Sengupta Vs Union of India &ors Original Application No.
121 of 2014 decided on 16th November 2017. Before this judgement was
pronounced the Tribunal had appointed a high powered committee of
specialized experts from different fields of environment and ecology and that
committee had submitted a detailed report dated 24th May, 2017. The
committee commented adversely upon indiscriminate unauthorized
constructions all over Shimla including the core area and also declared that
carrying capacity of Shimla would not permit further constructions particularly
which are unauthorized multi-storied and do not adhere to the prescribed
norms. The committee also referred to shortage of drinking water and capacity
to deal with the municipal solid waste and sewage etc. The recommendations
of the committee were accepted by the Tribunal and even the meeting of all
stakeholders were held before the judgement was pronounced.
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