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To
The Director
i i i double benefit to these people because there was no provision for releasing the advertisements to their 3 2 3 o s
Infaematian and Public Relations; . prop 2 2 In view of the above facts, you, hereby, are advised to take action as under and intimate me within
Government of Himachal Pradesh, news websites. " wz ) ¥ P " N
Shimla-171002, Himachal Pradesh 7. That the news websites of newspapers have also been lled in the Directorate of Information and a period of seven days failing which | will be left with no other option than to seek the legal remedies from
Public Relations. the appropriate court of law, that too entirely at your costs and risks :
Subject: Regarding corrupt practices of Directarate of Infarmation and Public Relations 8. Thaton January 05, 2023 the Directorate of Information and Public Relations called for the viewership data
of the news websites for December, 2022 in the name of issuing the advertisement for the month of . . . . . . .
) ) "% ; 1. Thatall the 69 news websites which have received the advertisements by providing fake information
sir, January, 2023 and on the basis of that data the advertisement was issued to 69 news websites only.

Respectfully, with the hope that some corrupt practices going onin the Directorate of Informationand 8. That all the 69 news websites to which the advertisement was issued had submitted fake data to the to the Directorate of Information and Public Relations in January, 2023 should be blacklisted with
Public Relations will be stopped i iately and corrective will be taken, the following

few facts are being placed befare you:

Directorate of Information and Public Relations and none of these websites met the norms set for releasing

the advertisement. The public money has been misused on a large scale by the Directorate of Information

and Public Relations by issuing the advertisement to such news websites.

That the purpose of seeking the viewership data by the Directorate of Information and Public Relations was 2.

immediate effect and the amount of money given to them through the advertisement should be
recovered from the concerned officer or officers of the Directorate of Information and Public Relztions.
That out of the remaining 78 news websites, the arrangements should be made to immediately select
the regularly updated news websites of the genuine journalists and issue the advertisements to them
on a regular basis.

That the ineligible news website should be immediately removed from the list of empanelled websites
and the expenses incurred on them so far should be recovered from the concerned officer or officers

1. That 12-14 years ago, the Directorate of Information and Public Relations empanelled the news websites 10.
of 10-12 experienced journalists of Himachal Pradesh who had previously worked with different esteemed
media such as British ing Corp: (BBC), Ind News Service, The Indian
Express (Jansatta), The Statesman, Amar Ujala, Jagran, Dainik Bhaskar etc. and left them to run their own
news websites. | myself was one of those 10-12 experienced journalists whose news website was 1
empanelled in the Directorate of Information and Public Relations.

2. That these news websites were being provided the advertisements by the Directorate of Information and
Public Relations. 1

3. Thatby the year 2020, the number of journalists operating their own news website had reached 20-21.

4. That after this, due to the greed for money and seeking media privileges, many non-journalists also started 1
creating the news websites, in which some people from your department are also involved, as a result of
which the number of such websites empanelled in the Directorate of Information and Public Relations
reached the 147 mark.

5. That at present many and g

hopk of other

o

nothing but to issue the advertisement to some of their favourites by excluding the genuine journalists

fulfilling all the criteria for the issuance of the advertisement. The Directorate of Information and Public

Relations is encouraging the illegal practices by such arrangement.

That the Directorate of Information and Public Relations has also wasted the public money on a large scale 3.
by issuing the advertisements in the guise of news websites to the Facebook pages and YouTube channels

of their favourites. This lavish expenditure is a sheer wastage of the public money.

IS

of the Directorate of Information and Public Relations.

g

That the Directorate of Information and Public Relations has wasted the public money on a large scale during
That the process being carried out as per the advertisement published in the daily newspaper The

Tribune on February 11, 2023, the last date of which has been fixed as March 15, 2023, should be
stopped immediately.

the last three years by providing the advertisements to the news websites which were not eligible. 4

»

That I had sought the information from the Directorate of Information and Public Relations under the Right
to Information Act, 2005 about the details of news websites and expenditure incurred on the news websites
which has not been provided to me even after the completion of one month thus violating the Right to

Information Act, 2005 which is enough to smell arat. 5. Thatthe respect of the journalists, especially the senior journalists should be ensured by the Directorate

of Information and Public Relations.

nment ploy

, website designers, hotel owners, 1

andthe;uurnallslswnrkmg with other
media orgamsatmns have also created the news websites and are empanelled in the Directorate of
Information and Public Relations. The Directorate of Information and Public Relations has not only violated
the norms by providing benefits to these people but also wasted the public money on a large scale on these
people during the last more than three years as the advertisements could be released only to the news
websites of such genuine journalists who are neither posted anywhere in any governmental or non-
governmental organisation nor running any business establishment.

6. Thatin the list of the empanelled news websites, there are also the news websites of such journalists who
are working in various media organisations and are already taking advantage of the facilities provided by
the Directorate of Information and Public Relations being accredited journalists. The Directorate of
Information and Public Relations has also violated the norms and wasted the public money by providing

&

That an advertisement has been published by the Directorate of Information and Public Relations on

VoA February 11, 2023 in the English daily newspaper The Tribune, in which applications have been invited by
March 15, 2023 for the empanelment of the news websites/news portals in the Information and Public
Relations Department, Himachal Pradesh as per the provisions of Himachal Pradesh News Websites/Web
portals, Advertisements, Recognition and Accreditation Policy, 2022. This is not legal because there can't be
a specific or fixed time for applying for empanelment of any newspaper, news channel or news  February 28,2023
website/news portal, rather this application is made only when any newspaper, news channel or news

website comes into existence or fulfils the eligibility criteria under the particular norms or policy. This

arrangement has been made by the Directorate of Information and Public Relations for the purpose of

Sanjay Thakur
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providing benefits to its favourites only.
That the conduct of the Directorate of Information and Public Relations have also hurt the respect of such

15.
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senior journalists who have dedicated a major part of their life to the journalism.
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