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Ministry of Defence approves 21 new Sainik Schools in
partnership mode from academic year 2022-2023

Ministry of Defence (MoD) has approved setting up of 21 new Sainik Schools, in partnership with NGOs/private
schools/State Governments. These schools will be set up in the initial round of the Government’s initiative of setting up
of 100 new Sainik schools across the country in partnership mode. They will be distinct from the existing Sainik Schools
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B. Scheme has overlooked issues of inadequate training.

Election Symbol: Broom
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To,

Sh. Rajendra Arlekar

Hon'ble Governor

Government of Himachal Pradesh

Subject: The immediate roll-back and re-deliberation of the Agnipath scheme announced by

the Union Government.

Dear Sir,

Itis with a sense of responsibility as the president of Aam Aadmi Party, Himachal Pradesh
that [ write to you to draw your attention to this issue of grave concern. On 14 June 2022, the
Union Cabinet approved the Agnipath scheme which involves only a four-year long period of

service for young individuals willing to join the Armed Forces.

The Indian Armed Forces have been a beacon of hope representing the highest standards of
professionalism, service, long standing tradition, and ethos. However, this recent
modification to the basic structure of the army has justifiably caused great anguish among
youngsters aspiring to serve the country. This controversial 'contractualization' of the
Armed Forces has only shattered the dreams of these young aspirants.

Within the past two days we have witnessed nation-wide protests by the youth and
insufficient attempts at the last minute by the Union Government to save face. I would like to

highlight the following issues for your kind attention:

A. Jawans need peace of mind and job security.

g‘ Agnipath scheme entails for Agniveers to undergo a 6-month crash course in training. An
abnormally short period of training will have adverse consequences on the quality of service
discharged. Resultantly, we will be saddled without sufficient leadership and experience
amongst the troops facing the nation's greatest security challenges.

C. Experiments should not be imposed en-masse.

Date: 19 June 2022

Any new scheme should first be run through a pilot and preferably outside of the Indian

Army and the conclusions drawn from there could have provided an opportunity to
deliberate before making this decision. A consultative exercise could have followed

thereafter to avoid national embarrassment and despair amongst the youth.

For the reasons highlighted above, the Union Government should immediately roll-back the
Agnipath scheme and resume the regular recruitment process for the current year. We are

experiencing a great deficit in new recruits, and shortcuts that put our jawans at risk cannot
be the solution. We cannot make the opportunity to serve the country in the Armed Forces a
secondary option for anyone.

On behalf of the youth of Himachal Pradesh, I implore you to request the Union Government
to roll-back the Agnipath scheme. The roll-back should give the Union Government sufficient
time to re-deliberate on the scheme and provide them an opportunity to consult the

aspirants who are affected the most by this sudden decision affecting their fate. The National

Convenor of the Aam Aadmi Party and the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Delhi, Shri Arvind

A jawan not only serves the nation but also has the responsibility to support his family,
which the union government is failing to understand. A jawan posted on the border need full
concentration and a peace of mind to serve and protect the country. However, if that jawan
is busy contemplating career moves or wondering how his family will survive after his
retirement at the age of 21, he will find it harder to serve our country.

Ajawan just out of school, who has not completed any higher education will find it harder to
find a new job after this ‘retirement from the army’. The careers of youngsters joining the
army though this scheme shall be hanging in balance with no sufficient planning done by the

Union Government on how they plan to tackle this.
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Kejriwal, has also urged the Union Government to immediately roll-back the scheme and to
allow the youth to serve this country in a permanent and non-temporary manner.

Your Sincerely,

Surjeet Thakur
President

Aam Aadmi Party
Himachal Pradesh
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